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Feb. 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Iraq 
February 17, 2004 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Consistent with the Authorization for 

Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolu-
tion of 2002 (Public Law 107–243), the Au-
thorization for the Use of Force Against 
Iraq Resolution (Public Law 102–1), and 
in order to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, I am providing a report prepared 
by my Administration. This report includes 
matters relating to post-liberation Iraq 

under section 7 of the Iraq Liberation Act 
of 1998 (Public Law 105–338). 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Feb-
ruary 18. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali of 
Tunisia and an Exchange With Reporters 
February 18, 2004 

President Bush. A couple statements, and 
I’m going to answer a couple of questions 
afterwards.

Mr. President, welcome. I’m glad you’re 
here in the Oval Office. Thank you for 
your friendship. I’m looking forward to a 
good discussion. 

I want to thank you for working with 
the United States in the war on terror. 
I want to thank you for your understanding 
for the need for Iraq to be democratic and 
free. I appreciate the fact that you’ve got 
an education system that is modern and 
viable, that women in your country are 
given equal rights. I look forward to talking 
to you about the need to have a press corps 
that is vibrant and free as well as an open 
political process. There’s a lot we can talk 
about. Tunisia can help lead the greater 
Middle East to reform and freedom, some-
thing that I know is necessary for peace 
for the long term. 

So welcome. 
President Ben Ali. Mr. President, thank 

you for very much for this opportunity. I 
am delighted to be here in the United 

States, and thank you very much for your 
generous invitation. 

As you know, the Tunisian-U.S. relation-
ships have been always unique and ancient. 
They go back for two centuries. Mr. Presi-
dent, we also look forward to increasing 
and cementing those relationships between 
the two countries in all spheres and every 
area, in order to continue to support the 
friendship between the two peoples and be-
tween the two countries. 

We share principles together, Mr. Presi-
dent, and that is the establishment of states 
on the basis of democracy, human rights, 
and combating terror. We believe that Tu-
nisia is an ally of the United States and 
the relationships between the two countries 
has strategic dimension. 

And I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the friendly American people who 
stood by us during our liberation and after 
our independence. Thank you very much. 

President Bush. A couple of questions. 
Scott [Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press]. 
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